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Name of City/Town:

- NC MAIN STREET ..

Designated Community

2021-2022 Annual Agreement
North Carolina Main Street® Designation

Designated Main Street communities (Main Street Director and the City/Town Manager) must
sign this document and return to the NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center no later than
June 30, 2021 to remain active in the program.

A signed document confirms that the local Main Street program has a thorough understanding of
the benefits and requirements of active participation in the NC Main Street program. The Main
Street Director should share a copy of the signed document with the Main Street Board of
Directors.

Program Background

Nationally

Main Street America™ has been helping revitalize older and historic commercial districts for more
than 40 years. Today it is a network of more than 1,600 neighborhoods and communities, rural and
urban, who share both a commitment to place and to building stronger communities through
preservation-based economic development. Main Street America is a program of the nonprofit
National Main Street Center, a subsidiary of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Main Street America is a mark of distinction. It is a seal, recognizing that participating programs,
organizations, and communities are part of a national movement with a proven track record for
celebrating community character, preserving local history, and generating impressive economic
returns. Since 1980, over 2,000 communities have been part of Main Street, bringing renewed
energy and activity to America’s downtowns and commercial districts, securing more than $85.43
billion in new investment creating 672,333 net new jobs and rehabilitating 295,348 buildings.

Main Street America is a time-tested strategy. Main Street America communities are encouraged to
make use of a time-tested approach, known as the Main Street Approach. The Main Street
Approach is rooted in a commitment to broad-based community engagement, a holistic
understanding of the factors that impact the quality of life in a community, and strategic focus on
the core principles of downtown and neighborhood revitalization: Economic Vitality, Quality
Design, Effective Promotion, and Sustainable Organization. For more information, visit
www.mainstreet.org.



http://www.mainstreet.org/
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In North Carolina:

The NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center within the N.C. Department of Commerce, is the
licensed agency that is charged with administering the Main Street program throughout the state.
The Center is committed to following the program guidelines and licensing agreement as outlined
by the National Main Street Center and signed by the N.C. Department of Commerce.

The N.C. Department of Commerce designates communities as a “North Carolina Main Street
community”. When designated, the local city or town government, and specifically the chief elected
official, is notified of the designation. The city or town government determines who will administer
the Main Street program at the local level and the city or town manager communicates that
information to the N.C. Main Street & Rural Planning Center. From time-to-time, that administration
may change. If there is a change, this document outlines the steps that must be followed for a
change in local administration to occur.

Since 1980, over 115 communities have directly benefitted from the North Carolina Main Street
program, bringing economic strength to North Carolina’s downtown commercial districts, securing
$3.62 billion in new investment creating more than 28,400 net new jobs and rehabilitating 6,932
buildings.

Benefits for NC Main Street Communities

North Carolina Main Street communities’ benefit from the following:

Partnership:

1 Communities selected to participate in the Main Street program become partners with the
North Carolina Department of Commerce, NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center in a long-
term, asset-based economic development effort that has proven to have a positive impact on
investment and job creation.

1 Main Street communities are limited in number and therefore receive focused and personal
attention from NC Main Street staff.

T North Carolina communities are selected through a competitive process and only a few are
designated; therefore, Main Street designation is an honor bestowed upon only a few special
communities.

T In the first several years of a local Main Street program, the state of North Carolina invests
approximately $100,000 in on-site visits, training and technical assistance. After the initial
start-up phase, the state annually invests approximately $5,000 in each Main Street
community in the form of ongoing town-specific technical assistance, and statewide and on-
site training for directors and volunteers.
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Training:

1 Main Street communities are eligible to attend and participate in the NC Main Street
Conference, NC Main Street Basic Training, Board and Committee Training, NC Main Street
Directors’ Meetings, Biannual Regional Meetings, and subject specific workshops.

1 Designated North Carolina Main Street commmunities receive two free registrations to the
North Carolina Main Street Conference held in March.

Technical Assistance:

M The North Carolina Main Street program staff guides designated communities through a
strategic planning process which helps communities create a vision, develop economic
development strategies that will transform downtown, and produce action plans so that
limited resources are focused, and results are magnified.

1 The North Carolina Main Street staff guide participating communities through board
development, volunteer development and downtown director training.

T The North Carolina Main Street staff provide guidance and support to communities on ways to
find and develop financial resources.

1 Property and business owners in Main Street cities receive free building exterior design
recommendations from design specialists at the UNC-Greensboro Department of Interior
Architecture, in collaboration with the NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center staff.

1 The North Carolina Main Street staff provide guidance and training on the best practices for
leveraging tourism based economic development in association with the NC Main-to-Main
Trail, an initiative of the NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center.

1 North Carolina Main Street staff has extensive experience in organizational development and
nonprofit management, historic preservation, building rehabilitation, investment tax credits,
incentive programs, tourism development, marketing, image building, special event
development, communications, and a range of other pertinent areas.

1 The North Carolina Main Street staff is among the nation’s leading authorities on downtown
development with experience helping North Carolina towns with revitalization challenges.

1 The North Carolina Main Street staff assists communities with Main Street Director recruitment



